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History Knowledge Organiser – World War Two

Key Dates

1st September 
1939

Germany invaded Poland and 
broke the Munich agreement

3rd September 
1939

Britain and France declared war 
on Germany

January 1940 Rationing was introduced in 
Britain.
‘Dig for Victory’  

10th July – 31st

October 1940
The Battle of Britain 
A turning point in WW2

6th June 1944 D Day landings 
The largest seaborne invasion in 
history

30th April 1945 Adolf Hitler died

7th May 1945 Germany surrendered. Victory 
in Europe Day (VE Day)

6th – 9th August 
1945

USA dropped atomic bombs on 
Japan 

2nd September 
1945

Japan surrender and WW2 
officially ended

Notable People 

Neville Chamberlain British Prime Minister 1937 to 1940. He declared war on Germany in 1939.

Winston Churchill British Prime Minister between 1940 and 1945 and helped lead to the surrender of the Nazis.

Adolf Hitler Leader of the Nazi party. Millions of people died because of his actions of invading Europe.

Anne Frank A Jewish girl who was forced into hiding with her family in a secret attic in Amsterdam because of her
religion. She wrote a diary of her time in hiding which only became famous after she and her family were
captured and killed at a concentration camp.

Over 3.5 million children in Britain 
were evacuated to the countryside to 
escape the bombing from September 
1939. They were put onto trains with 
a label on like they were parcels. 
They would live with another family 
in the countryside. 

Blitz is short for the German word 
Blitzkrieg (lightning war). The Blitz 
happened from September 1940 -
May 1941 when Germany frequently 
bombed London and other British 
cities. The Blitz destroyed over 1/3 
of London and many people died. 
Shelters were used as protection.


